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Miami, Florida (June 6, 2007)—In commemoration of Caribbean-American Heritage Month 2007, award 
winning author, Geoffrey Philp, will be launching his recently published children's book, Grandpa Sydney's 
Anancy Stories, on June 30, 2007. The reading which begins at 10: 30 am will be held at Kara's Jamaican & 
Chinese Restaurant, 8120 Pines Blvd, Hollywood, FL 33024.  

"From the time when my children were toddlers, I've wanted to write a children's book," said Philp. "And later 
when I worked for the Poet-in-the Schools program with Miami-Dade Public Schools and as an English teacher 
at West Miami Middle School, I taught the children how to write stories because many children didn't have any 
way to connect with their parents. At least on a story level, I'm hoping that Grandpa Sydney's Anancy Stories 
will give the parents a chance to begin talking with their children, and teachers will have a relevant resource that 
will connect them to their students."  

Set in the multicultural environment of South Florida, Grandpa Sydney's Anancy Stories is about a young 
Jamaican-American boy, Jimmy Harrison, who loves school and his favorite subject is snack time! But when a 
new boy, Kevin, joins his class, he begins to bully Jimmy and the rest of the children. What’s worse, he begins 
to take away Jimmy’s snacks. Using the wisdom from his Grandpa Sydney’s story about “Anancy, Snake, and 
Tiger,” Jimmy overcomes the class bully. And for one Sunday, he reunites his family for dinner.  

Grandpa Sydney’s Anancy Stories draws on the rich oral tradition of Anancy stories that are told and re-told in 
Jamaica and the English-speaking Caribbean. These Anancy stories, which originated in West Africa, are rich 
sources of wisdom that have been passed down from generation to generation.  

"The launch will be a real family affair and we'll have goody bags for the children and door prizes for the 
grown-ups. A little bit of everything for everyone," said Philp. "So if you can create the time, why not drop by 
and see us. We're going to have some fun."  

Grandpa Sydney’s Anancy Stories, the only children's book from the English-speaking Caribbean to address 
the issues of the Caribbean diaspora and bullying, may be used as a textbook 3rd-4th Grade Level Reading 
Level) during Caribbean-American Heritage Month or Black History Month. The study guide at the back of 
Grandpa Sydney’s Anancy Stories conforms to Bloom's Taxonomy and contains critical thinking activities for 
parents and teachers.  

Grandpa Sydney's Anancy Stories ( Mabrak Books) may be purchased online @ 
http://www.lulu.com/content/877456. Press Kits may be downloaded @ Geoffrey Philp's web site: 
http://geoffreyphilp.com  

About the Author: Geoffrey Philp is the author of Benjamin, My Son, Uncle Obadiah and the Alien, Twelve 
Poems and A Story for Christmas, and four poetry collections, including Exodus and Other Poems, Florida 
Bound, hurricane center, and xango music. He maintains a web site 
(http://www.geoffreyphilp.com/generic4.html) and a blog @ http://geoffreyphilp.blogspot.com. He teaches 
English at Miami Dade College and is the chairperson of the College Prep. Department at the North campus. 

*** 



Grandpa Sydney's Anancy Stories 
By Geoffrey Philp 

 
Printed: 60 pages, 6" x 9", 
perfect binding, black and 
white interior ink  
 
ISBN: 978-0-6151-4940-0 
 
Publisher: Mabrak Books 
Rights Owner: Mabrak 
Books 
Copyright: © 2007 Mabrak 
Books Standard Copyright 
License  
Language: English 
Country: United States 
Edition: First Printing 

 

Contact: Geoffrey Philp 
Telephone: 786-556-7192 
 
E-mail: 
geoffreyphilp@aol.com 
 
http://geoffreyphilp.blogspot.
com 
 
Press Kits may be 
downloaded @ Geoffrey 
Philp's web site: 
http://geoffreyphilp.com 
 

 
 

 
Jimmy Harrison loves school and his favorite subject is snack time! But when a new boy, Kevin, joins his class, he 
begins to bully Jimmy and the rest of the children. What’s worse, he begins to take away Jimmy’s snacks. Using the 
wisdom from his Grandpa Sydney’s story about “Anancy, Snake, and Tiger,” Jimmy overcomes the class bully. And 
for one Sunday, he reunites his family for dinner. 
 
Set in the multicultural environment of South Florida, Grandpa Sydney’s Anancy Stories draws on the rich oral tradition 
of Anancy stories that are told and re-told in Jamaica and the Caribbean. These Anancy stories, which originated in 

West Africa, are rich sources of wisdom that have been passed down from generation to generation. 
 
"Geoffrey Philp is a literary shaman, an enchanter, a weaver of spells that reveal unexpected and marvelous things 
about life, that carry the news of island culture to the mainland. From the first word of the first story in this comic 
and touching collection, Philp lifts me out of my world and drops me into the world of his charming, beleaguered, 
and compelling characters. Uncle Obadiah and the Alien is one of those rare treasures, a book you can't put down and 
won't ever forget." John Dufresne, author of The Lie That Tells a Truth: A Guide to Writing Fiction 
 
"Geoffrey Philp's writing combines a poetic sensibility with finely honed narrative skills that draw on a multitude of 
resources: literary and oral traditions, rasta and ragamuffin flavours, science fiction and Jamaican tall tales. Philp 
blends them all with humour, wisdom and craft.'" Norval Edwards, Senior Lecturer in FHE -Literatures in English: 
Fac. of Humanities & Education, UWI. 
 
"If Dickens were reincarnated as a Jamaican Rastaman, he would write stories as hilarious and humane as these." 
Uncle Obadiah" and the other stories collected here announce Geoffrey Philp as a direct descendent of Bob Marley: 
poet, philosophizer, spokesperson for our next new world." Robert Antoni, author of Divina Trace. 
 
 
About the Author:  
Geoffrey Philp is the author of Benjamin, My Son, Uncle Obadiah and the Alien, Twelve Poems and A Story for Christmas, 
and four poetry collections, including Exodus and Other Poems, Florida Bound, hurricane center, and xango music. He 
maintains a web site (http://www.geoffreyphilp.com/generic4.html) and a blog @ 
http://geoffreyphilp.blogspot.com. He teaches English at Miami Dade College and is the chairperson of the 
College Prep. Department at the North campus. 
 



Q&A with Geoffrey Philp, author of Grandpa Sydney's Anancy Stories 
 
Why did you write Grandpa Sydney's Anancy Stories? 
 

From the time when my children were toddlers, I've wanted to write a children's book. Of 
course, my wife and I read them Green Eggs and Ham, Goodnight, Moon, and But No More 
Elephants! and they grew up listening to my stories about Jamaica. I told them Anancy 
stories, but they had no context to connect themselves to the Anancy stories and I wanted 
to give a connection to Jamaica through the stories because that's how we understand 
things--through stories. 
 
Later when I worked for the Poet-in-the Schools program with Miami-Dade Public 
Schools and English teacher at West Miami Middle School, I taught the children poetry and 
how to write stories of their own because many children whose parents are from the 
English speaking Caribbean didn't have any way to connect with their children, at least on a 
story level. I'm hoping that Grandpa Sydney's Anancy Stories will give them a chance to begin 
talking with their children and that teachers will have a relevant resource that will connect 
them to their students from the English-speaking Caribbean. 

 
But then I read a beautiful book by Kyra Hicks, Martha Ann's Quilt for Queen Victoria, and that did it. I had to try 
and write a children's book. 
 
What are the important features of the book that you'd like to highlight? 
 
I won't give you a long answer. I'll just list them: 
 

• Grandpa Sydney’s Anancy Stories, the only children's book from the English-speaking Caribbean to 
address the issues of the Caribbean diaspora and bullying. 

• It can be used textbook (3rd-4th Grade Level Reading Level) during Caribbean-American Heritage Month 
and Black History Month 

• The study guide at the back to the book conforms to Bloom's Taxonomy and has critical thinking 
activities.) 

• Uses folklore from the English-speaking Caribbean and West Africa 
 
Why is important for Caribbean-American children to connect to their parents' culture? 
 
The connection with the parents' culture is important because as the family moves from being Caribbean-American 
to becoming American, they need that sense of where they came from to establish who they are so that they can 
chart where they are going. For Afro-Caribbean-American families (try saying that three times), this is important, 
especially for the boys who are surrounded by so many negative stereotypes of what it means to be of African 
descent. In Grandpa Sydney's Anancy Stories, the grandfather and the father are dignified hardworking men who expect 
certain types of behavior from their Jimmy. In this way, Jimmy's mother, Donna, and his father and grandfather also 
conform to archetypal patterns. The archetypal "father" and "mother" represent two patterns: being and becoming. 
The archetypal "mother" loves you no matter what and the archetypal "father" expects you to live up to certain 
expectations. We need these two poles, for between these two poles, we each figure out who we are and how we 
should conduct our lives. 
 
How did you become interested in Anancy stories? 
 
I grew up listening to Anancy stories. Anancy stories along with stories about the Blackheart man, duppies, and 
rolling calves are part of every Jamaican child's fictive imagination. Anancy, a trickster whose stories originated on 
the Gold Coast of Africa, made his way across the Middle Passage and became important to New World Africans 



because he represents that indomitable force in all people to overcome without resorting to violence. Anancy fools 
and bamboozles his oppressors to get what he wants, so he has become the hero of the underdog, those who don't 
have "hard" power and have to resort, especially when they are displaced, to the "soft" power of "silence, exile, and 
cunning." 
 
What did you hope to accomplish in writing Grandpa Sydney's Anancy Stories? 
 
Grandpa Sydney's Anancy Stories, which is set in South Florida, is the only children's book from the English-speaking 
Caribbean to deal with the issues of bullying and the Jamaican/Caribbean diaspora. According to the latest census 
estimates, there are over 800,000 people from the Caribbean in South Florida, yet there are very few children's 
books dealing with stories from the English-speaking Caribbean. 
 
From the time I came to Miami in April 1979, I asked myself, who is going to tell the story of Jamaicans and by 
extension the people of the Caribbean in South Florida? That's how I wrote my first book of poems, Exodus and 
Other Poems. Since then, I've been writing about the issues of displacement on the lives of first generation 
Caribbean-Americans and the books, Florida Bound, hurricane center. xango music., Uncle Obadiah and the Alien., 
and Benjamin, my son. .Twelve Poems and A Story for Christmas begins the cycle off second-generation 
Caribbean-Americans and Grandpa Sydney's Anancy Stories extends my work to the third generation. The ultimate goal 
of the book is perhaps to do what I did when I worked in the Poets-in-the-Schools program. To be an example of a 
living, breathing writer working in the community. Most of young people don't have that opportunity. 
 
Who is the primary audience for Grandpa Sydney's Anancy Stories? 
 
 Children and their families. 
 
And your work, in general? 
 
When I took creative writing classes at the University of Miami with Isaac Bashevis Singer, Lester Goran, and 
Evelyn Wilde Mayerson, they always told me to write about the things that I knew about. I know about Jamaica and 
Jamaicans. I also know about South Florida and South Floridians. So, I guess you could say that the readers of 
Grandpa Sydney's Anancy Stories will be Jamaicans, South Floridians, and Caribbean-Americans. But good writing is 
never that localized. If good writing only dealt with provincial issues, then Hamlet would only be about this 
depressed young man Denmark who is having some serious problems coping with the death of his father. 
 
Grandpa Sydney's Anancy Stories raises the question:  What beliefs, traditions, and folklore that should we preserve as 
our families make the transition from being Caribbean-Americans to Americans? 
 
But to be even more specific I hope the readers of Grandpa Sydney's Anancy Stories are people like Jimmy's father and 
mother. His father is a security guard and his mother is a nurse. They are both working so hard that Jimmy barely 
sees them anymore, so his grandfather is now taking care of him. Right there you have an extended family and 
working class parents. So with the pressures of materialism all around us, I want the children and parents who read 
the book to realize that although they may not have a "traditional family" that if they have someone in their life such 
as a grandfather who loves them that it may be hard, but someone loves them. And that even when parents, who 
are working two or three jobs to provide for the family, it's not that they don't love the child, but economic 
situations sometimes force parents to make hard choices. 
 
Grandpa Sydney's Anancy Stories is about self-esteem. So what if your father is a security guard? So what if you mother 
is a nurse? So what if your parents are not millionaires? So what if you don't come from a "traditional" family? If 
you are loved and you are able to give love in return that's what really matters. 
 
 
 
 



Is there anything that surprised you as you were writing the book? 
 
As I though about the simple Anancy story and making it into my own, I was surprised by the richness, depth and 
psychological insights of West African and Caribbean folklore. Of course, I knew about archetypal Trickster figures 
from my studies of Carl Jung, Joseph Campbell, Henry Louis Gates, and Carol Pearson, but when I had to make 
something with the story a whole world of insights opened up. 
 
What insights? Explain. 
 
Well, the first and most evident was that if we do not breathe life into these myths, they will remain dead to our 
children. They'll be interesting stories from "back home," but they will be meaningless to their lives. The Anancy 
myths are powerful sources of wisdom, not just for Africans in the New World, but for anyone who been powerless 
and refuses to accept victimhood and wants to see a change. The Anancy stories provide the antidote under the 
veneer of simplicity and humor. 
 
Also, the interesting thing about Grandpa Sydney's Anancy Stories is that it has a story within a story. The first part of 
the narrative is the conflict in Jimmy's life with the bully. His grandfather, Sydney, tells him the Anancy story of 
"Anancy, Snake, and Tiger," and he uses the story to outsmart the bully. 
 
From Jimmy's conflict, one of the things that I re-learned through the voice of the grandfather was that Jamaicans 
are a very conservative people. We believe in values such as saying, "Good morning, please and thank you." 
 
As far as the psychological insights are concerned, Tiger, Snake, and Anancy are archetypes of power, delusion, and 
tricksterism. In this story, Snake represents a lower form of tricksterism (an un-evolved Anancy) that seeks gain 
only for itself. From that I learned the following: 

• Tigers may make great displays of power, but they are as insecure as the rest of us. 

• Snakes are driven by urges of "more, more, more!" 

• Snakes can be manipulated if you promise them "more!" 

• Tigers are afraid of Snakes because Snakes know their secrets. 

• Snakes may manipulate our insecurities, but they are as insecure as the rest of us. 

• No matter who we are, a snake or Anancy, we can be manipulated by our insecurities. 

• Our insecurities can wrap us so tightly that we lose sight of our goals and dreams. 

• Tricksters are not revolutionaries. They will support the status quo as long as it suits them and they can get 
what they want. But if these needs are not met, watch out! 

• All of us, Brother Snake, Brother Anancy, and Brother Tiger, are sisters and brothers. 
 
Where can we get Grandpa Sydney's Anancy Stories? 
 
I'll be giving a reading at Kara's Jamaican & Chinese Restaurant, 8120 Pines Blvd, Hollywood, FL 33024. The 
reading begins at 10:30 am, so bring the children out. We'll have goody bags for the kids and door prizes for the 
grownups. Grandpa Sydney's Anancy Stories may be ordered online @ http://www.lulu.com/content/877456 
 
Are you writing another book? 
 
I'm revising a book I'd written a few years ago, Zone of Uncertainty. Like Grandpa Sydney's Anancy Stories, it is set in 
South Florida It's a love story about a nurse, Kathryn Coleman, and a musician, Jacob Cooper, and it stars a 
hurricane, fires in the Everglades and a lost daughter on Miami Beach who's joined a cult that promises to tell, "The 
Real Secret: African Origins of the Laws of Attraction." One of the sub-themes of the book is the generational 
clash, first generation Jamaicans and second generation Jamaicans, but Baby Boomers and Generation Y. I'm just 
getting ready to send it out to the publishers, so light a candle for me. 
 



Geoffrey Philp 

 

Geoffrey Philp is the author of the novel, Benjamin, My Son, and five poetry 
collections: Exodus and Other Poems, hurricane center, Florida Bound, xango music and Twelve Poems 
and A Story for Christmas. He has also written a book of short stories, Uncle Obadiah and the 
Alien, and a play, Ogun's Last Stand. Philp has won many awards for his work which focuses 
on the dilemmas facing fatherless children in the Caribbean, the disruptive effects of the 
Jamaican diaspora on family and community life, and the spiritual/political dimensions of 
Reggae/Rastafarianism. His poems and short stories have appeared in Small Axe, The 
Oxford Book of Caribbean Short Stories, and The Oxford Book of Caribbean Verse. 

A graduate of the University of Miami where he earned his Master of Arts with an 
emphasis in creative writing under the tutelage of Nobel laureate Isaac Bashevis Singer, 
Philp later returned as a James Michener Fellow in poetry and fiction where he studied 
under Kamau Brathwaite and George Lamming. Since then, he has worked as an associate 
professor of English at Miami Dade College and currently serves as chair of the College 

Preparatory Department. He maintains a web site at www.geoffreyphilp.com and a blog @ 
http://geoffreyphilp.blogspot.com. He teaches English at Miami Dade College and is the chairperson of the 
College Prep. Department at the North Campus. 

Awards 

The International IMPAC Dublin Award (Nomination) 2005. Dublin, Ireland. 
 
The Sauza “Stay Pure” Award 2000. Sauza Inc., New York. 
 
Florida Individual Artist Fellowship 1997. Florida Department of State, Tallahassee, Florida. 
 
"Escape to Create 1995." The Seaside Institute, Seaside, Florida. 
 
James Michener Fellowships, 1990-1992. University of Miami, Miami, Florida. 
 
Canute Brodhurst Prize 1993. The Caribbean Writer, University of the Virgin Islands, St. Croix. 
 
Academy of American Poets, 1980-81. Miami-Dade Community College, Miami, Florida. 
 
Fred Shaw Poetry Prize 1979-80. Miami-Dade Community College, Miami, Florida. 
 
Who's Who in American Junior Colleges, 1980-81. Miami-Dade Community College, Miami, Florida. 
 
Talent Roster of Outstanding Minority Students, 1980-81. Miami-Dade Community College, Miami, Florida. 
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