
 

Geoffrey Philp's Anancy Stories 
 

If you’re not familiar with the name 
Geoffrey Philp, you should be. The Miami, 
Florida resident is the author of an 
impressive catalogue of work, including the 
novel Benjamin, My Son, the short story 
collection Uncle Obadiah and the Alien, as 
well as five collections of poetry, Exodus 
and Other Poems, Florida Bound, 
hurricane center, xango music, and Twelve 
Poems and a Story for Christmas.  
 
Philp, the tenth of 13 children, was born in 
Kingston to Sydney George Philp and Merty 
Philp (nee Lumley). He attended Seaward 
Primary and Mona Primary before passing 
his Common Entrance exams. A graduate of 
Jamaica College, Philp took a job at the 
Collector General’s Office, up until the time 

of his leaving the island, in 1979, by which time he’d begun to experiment with poetry 
writing. He remembers his first poem, ‘Eve,’ (for Edna Manley) being published in the 
Jamaica Gleaner.  
 
“After I published a few poems in the Gleaner and in the Caribbean Review at the 
University of Miami (where he earned his Master’s degree in creative writing),” he says, 
“I came to America and published some poems in the Apalachee Quarterly. I won a few 
prizes, and then I won a prize with the Caribbean Writer. They published my first book 
of poems, Exodus and Other Poems.”  
 
If Geoffrey Philp isn’t quite a household name in Jamaica as, say, his friend Colin 
Channer’s is, it’s perhaps because he’s devoted to his fulltime job as a lecturer in English 
at the Miami Dade College in Miami. Asked if he sees writing full-time at some point in 
his future, the fantasy of many writers who are forced to keep day jobs in order to keep 
food on the table, his reply is tellingly trenchant. “No. I love to teach,” he asserts. “If I 
won the lottery, I'd still be teaching. You see, when you are teaching something you love 
and you have really good students, you enter into a deep conversation with ten or twelve 
people — which is deeply gratifying.”  
 
The father of three grown children, Philp’s latest work is, curiously, a children’s story, 
Grandpa Sydney’s Anancy Stories. (None of his children have followed in their father’s 
footsteps with writing —which is just fine by Philp and his wife of 24 years, who raised 
them to “follow their own light”.)  
 
“From the time when my children were toddlers,” the easygoing Philp shares with 
Bookends from the comfort of his little home office in Florida, “I've wanted to write a 



children's book. Of course, my wife and I read them Green Eggs and Ham, Goodnight, 
Moon, and But No More Elephants! and they grew up listening to my stories about 
Jamaica. I told them Anancy stories, but they had no context to connect themselves to 
the Anancy stories and I wanted to give a connection to Jamaica through the stories 
because that's how we understand things — through stories.  
 
Later when I worked for the Poet-in-the Schools programme with Miami-Dade Public 
Schools and as an English teacher at West Miami Middle School, I taught the children 
poetry and how to write stories of their own because many children whose parents are 
from the English-speaking Caribbean didn't have any way to connect their children, at 
least on a story level. I'm hoping that Grandpa Sydney's Anancy Stories will give them a 
chance to begin talking with their children, and that teachers will have a relevant 
resource that will connect them to their students from the English-speaking Caribbean.  
 
“But what really prompted me was one day I was talking with some kids in a 
kindergarten class and many of them, even though many of their parents were from 
Jamaica and the Caribbean, had NEVER heard about Anancy. I had to do something!” 
Hence, Grandpa Sydney’s Anancy Stories was born.  
 
The book is set in the multicultural environment of South Florida, about Jimmy 
Harrison, a “Jamaican-American” boy dealing with being bullied at school, who uses the 
wisdom of one of his grandfather’s oft-told stories about Anancy to overcome his 
problems. But the process of writing a children’s book was not as easy as some would 
believe; “much, much different” than writing for adults. Philp, who took creative writing 
classes at the University of Miami, with such writers of note as Nobel laureate Isaac 
Bashevis Singer and Evelyn Wilde Mayerson, admits, “I had to keep the writing simple 
and use language so that the children could see the characters because we weren't going 
to have many illustrations.”  
 
So, what’s next for Geoffrey Philp? The author, a James Michener Fellow in poetry and 
fiction whose literary influences are a hodgepodge of names ranging from Albert Camus 
to Pablo Neruda to Derek Walcott to Shakespeare and the King James Bible, has no 
ambitions of going Hollywood, as the saying goes, and getting into the “nasty business” 
of film. He has, however, written a play, ‘Ogun’s Last Stand,’ about the plight of another 
of his literary influences, Kamau Brathwaite, while in Barbados. “I’d also like to finish 
another that I’ve started — ‘July Fourth Bangarang,’ he adds. “About a Jamaican-
American man who has fought in the Iraq war and has returned to Miami.” It seems 
unlikely that the quietly intense Philp will continue to avoid the glare of public scrutiny 
for too long. In an age of flash and dash, Philp is the real deal, preferring substance over 
hype, allowing his attention to his craft and his steady output to speak volubly. He is 
already at work on a new novel, Zone of Uncertainty, which will take him back into 
more familiar territory: adult fiction. The book is set in Miami, is about a Jamaican 
woman, Kathryn Coleman, who has grown up in Miami — a deracinated Jamaican who 
has lost her daughter to a New Age cult, and who, while trying to find her daughter, 
Jasmine, falls in love with a Rastaman, Jacob Cooper. Copies of Grandpa Sydney’s 
Anancy Stories are available online from Amazon.com, Barnes and Noble.com, and 
Geoffrey Philp’s web page: http://www.lulu.com/content/877456.  
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